A SHORT 


Ot Som of the 


GENERAL ARTS 


OF 


CONTROVERSY 


Made Us E of by the 


 Apvocares for IVFIDELITY. 


A CHARGE 


Deliver'd to the Cr x xe x of the Arch- 
deaconry of York. At a Primary Vie 
ſitation begun June 2g, 1732. 


— 


By THoMAs Hayrzs, . Archdeacon ” 
of York, Chaplain to his Grace the Arch- 


biſhop of York. 


„ 


— 


Fas mibi Graiorum ſacrata reſolvere Fura. 
Virgil. 


— 2 — 


L O N DD 0 N 


Printed by S. BuckLz y, and ſold by F. Roberts 
in Warwick-Lane, 1732. Price Six-pence, 


- 


ng, \ * 
1 * AE . 
. £ Fi » : - 
: Kr. * * : * N | „ 
— 2 4 4 Fa : * 3 # F£ _ w ic 
#7 "if ; "4 [3 # <4 : — » . 
: 


* 3 


£ 

7 

| 
N 


* 


e te vn 2 


To the REVEREND 


The CLERGY 
Of the Archdeaconry of YORK, 
The following CHARG E, 


Publiſhed at their RzqQuesr, 
bs thankfully In Sen A b, 


: wt 
n % N RE - 1 
®.. EPA = „ 7 
„ >a 8 5 1 


As an ACKNOWLEDGMENT of the 
kind MANN ER in which they 


received 


Their Obedient Servant, 


- 
ha, * LOT 
<- n - 2 2 
* s 5 * + a 
—— . * * * of % 


And affetionate Brother, 


Thomas Hayter. 


__ " 4 ——_ 
n rer 


N | Tre,” . 4 
1 * * * * 3 bay — e 
* 
% 
* 
= . 
* * 
* o 
1 * 
F 
* 
1 
* 
1 
= 
a x 
o 
= 
* 
, 
n 
1 « 
. * 
E 
: 4 - 
# 
4 
- ; 
* 
: * 
. - 
a” 4 { 
* 
. 
* 1 % 4 
x " 
- «4 
* 
p } 
7 
oF V 4 
- , * * | 
* 
— 
= 
— 
* 


F the Relation, which 
I haye the Honour to 
bear to you, did not 
make it Matter of Duty 
in me, to communicate 
M my Thoughts to you up- 
on ſuch Subjects, as are ſuitable to the 
general End and Deſign, of our Meeting 
together, I ſnou'd gladly decline a Part, 

to which I find myſelf very unequal. 
For, upon Reflection, how many here 
preſent have grown old in the Miniſtry ; 
and from a long and familiar Acquain- 
tance with the Difficulties of it, muft 
have acquired that clear uſeful Know- 
ledge which reſults from Experience: I 
cannot but conſider myſelf as naturally 
expoſed by my Situation, to imitate the 
Indiſcretion of that Man, who, having 
never ſeen a Camp, with great Pomp 
and Formality, explained the Art of War 
2 in 


(6) 
in the Preſence of Hannibal. We learn 
from Tully, what Reception this ill- 
timed Lecture met with, from that ex- 
perienc'd Soldier, and how juſt and ſharp 
a Cenſure he paſs'd upon his forward 
Inſtructor; when, being ask'd his Opi- 
nion of the Performance, he frankly de- 
clared, Multos ſe deliros ſenes ſæpe vi- 
aiſſe ; ſed, qui magis, quam Phormio, de- 
liraret, vidiſe neminem. 

This unhappy Diſplay of military 
Skill, and the Fate that attended it, will 
furniſh me with a ſeaſonable Caution, 
not to pretend to inform this Reverend 
Audience, How They ought to behave 
Themſelves in the Houſe of God; or 
what Examples to the Believers They 
fpould be, in Word, in Converſation, in 
Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, and in Pu- 
rity. 

75 command, and teach theſe Things 
with all Authority, would be a Province 
ſuited to the high Dignity and conſum- 
mate Prudence of One, whom an affec- 
tionate Regard to the Doctrines and 
Diſcipline of the Church of England, 
engaged early in the Study of thoſe Max- 
ims, upon which its true Intereſt is 
founded; and who, having paſs'd thro' 
the ſeveral Stations of it, to that 

wherein 
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wherein he now preſides over us, and 
always eſteem'd the Honours and Pro- 
fits of each, a Reproach to him, who de- 
clines the Duties and Burdens annex'd 
to them, might experimentally pre- 
ſcribe thoſe Rules for your Conduct, 
which were the ſteady Meaſure of his 


own. But alaſs! as Length of Days 


hath thus qualified him to dz/per/e 
Knowledge ; fo at the fame Time, by 
impairing his Health and Strength, it 
hath deprived him of the Pleaſure of 


ſeeing you Face to Face in a Triennial 


Viſitation. Happy however! if whilſt 
abſent from you in Body not in Mind, 
He can enjoy the Fruits of his paſt 
Labours, in the Order and Beauty of 
a well-regulated Dioceſe, and the Una- 
nimity and Loyalty of a Flouriſhing 

Clergy. | 
To contribute, as nuch as in me lhieth, 
towards the Accompliſhment of ſo de- 
ſirable a Work, by a conſcientious Diſ- 
charge of the Truſt, and a faithful Ap- 
plication of the Power committed to 
me, will be the moſt acceptable Return 
I can make to my indulgent BenefaQor. 
And if embracing every Opportunity 
of being ſerviceable to you; I doing 
nothing by Partiality,nor preferring one 
before 
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before another, will, in any Degree) 
anſwer theſe noble Purpoſes; I ſhall 
endeavour not to be wanting in ſuch a 
reaſonable Expreſſion of Gratitude, not 
in Word, but in Deed, as both the juſt 
Expectations of the Beſtower, and the 
Nature of the Gift require at my 
Hands. 

The ſeveral Matters, which fall with- 
in the Limits of the Archidiaconal Ju- 
riſdiction, are particularly ſet forth in 
the Printed Articles, deliver'd to the re- 
ſpective Church-Wardens, Theſe Heads 
of Enquiry, drawn from the Canons and 
Conſtitutions of the Church, and cal- 
culated for the Support of Decency in 
the Publick Worſhip of God, and the 
Suppreſſion of Immorality and Profane- 
neſs, were not framed to gratify the Cu- 
rioſity, but to inform the Conſciences of 
theſe Parochial Officers, who ſupplying 
the Room of the ancient Teſtes Synodales, 
are become the proper Conveyers of the 
Knowledge of the preſent State of the 
Church, to ſuch whoſe Duty it is to in- 
quire into it : And, that they may the 
more effectually anſwer this End, are re- 
minded of the Nature of their Office, by 
the Solemnity of an Oath taken at the 
Time of their cntring upon it. 


The 
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The Senſe of ſo ſacred an Obligation, 
Sf duly attended to, cannot but be a 
Lutficient Guard againſt the ſpecious In- 
luences of Friendſhip and Neighbour- 
Þood; by which, ſo far as they prevail, 
he Courſe of legal Information is ſto 
Pe, Facts are conceal'd or falſify'd; 
nd the Framers of ſuch imperfect frau- 
| Nulent Preſentments, not only betray'd 
into a criminal Omiſſion of their Duty, 
but (unawares, 'tis to be hoped) inyoly'd 
zin the Guilt of actual Perjury. 
] Leaft They ſhould thus err, not 
knowing the Truth, I promiſe myſelf 
you have not neglected 4% put them in 
Mind of theſe Things, which I intend 
to inforce and explain at large in a ſub- 
Fequent Viſitation. But this my firſt 
Addreſs to you being in ſome Sort in- 
| roductory to the Reſt, that are to fol- 
How in due Time; it will not, I pre- 
Aume, be unſeaſonably employ'd, in 
conſidering ſome Points of more general 
Concernment to us all; and which,who- 
ever ſhou'd neglect ſuch a public k Ocea- 
ſion of mentioning, might be ſuſpected 
of having look'd on with a ſcandalous 
Indifference, whilſt our Holy Religion 
has been obliquely ridiculed as an Im- 
poſture; and the Teachers of it tradu- 
? B ced 
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ced as being not only uſeleſs, but dan- | 


gerous to Society. $-1fr 


The Writers of this Claſs, it muſt beg _: 


. 


own'd, are not in themſelves very formi- F.._. 
dable, either for their Number or Capacity: ple i 
but the exact Congruity, which their gg 2 
Books have with the Appetites and Paſſi- Po 
ons of the Generality of Mankind, circu- g 
lates them thro' the Kingdom with a won- 


gion 


derful Swiftneſs, and makes them greedily z 3 
read by the Libertine, as inſtructive Leſ- Rel 
ſons, how to be profligate upon Principle. mich 
This explains, how the looſer Tenets of «+; 
a private Club, may ſoon grow to be the plic 
national Topicks of Converſation ; and les 
lets us into the ſecret Springs by which ere 


Irreligion has gain'd ſo much Ground 
amongſt us; that if any Hiſtorian was 
to point out to Poſterity the Temper of hon x 
the Age wherein we live, by ſome ex- 7e 
preſſive Character, as a learned Writer ii 
has diſtinguiſh'd the ſeveral Ages of the A f 
Church by the prevailing Hereſies that |. 
ſucceeded each other, he might very | 
ſignificantly ſtyle it /eculum infidele ; for 
Infidelity too, as well as other capricious Kyo; 
Faſhions, hath its Periods and Revolu- I; 
tions.” al 
But we may comfort ourſelyes with 
this Reflection, that even theſe perilous | 
dealons | 
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geaſons have their Uſes, and ſerve the 
be. od Purpoſes of an over-ruling Provi- 
U- dence: As Winds and Storms, tho' ter- 
TY: xible in Operation, are in Scripture faid 
er #6 fulfill the Word of God. 

n- Por by this Means Objections to Re- 
u gion being freely urg'd, and ſolidly 
N- apſwer'd, the Doubts of ſerious Minds 
ly | removed. 

el- Religious Doctrines and Opinions, 
le. Ghich, for want of Examination, have 
of Fmetimes been too crudely aſſerted, and 
the plicitly receiv'd upon wrong Prin- 
nd les; being brought to the Teſt of a 
ich Frere Criticiſm, are purg'd from erro- 
ind gous Mixtures, circumſcrib'd by pro- 
Vas gr Limitations, and immoveably fix'd 
of hon their true Foundation. 

* The Oracles of God being thus righi- 
ter divided from the ſuperſtitious Gloſſes, 
the d forc'd Interpretations of fallible 
hat en, The Words T the Lord are con- 
cry sd to be pure Words, as Silver tried 
for 4 Furnace of Earth, purified [even 
ous nes. 

lu- And in Fact, have not the furious At- 
ks lately made upon Chriſtianity 
ith Fen Birth to the moſt glorious Defen- 


ous of it: 
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Is it not from hence that the Difficu# 
ties, which unavoidably ariſe from the ſi 
lime figurative Style of the bee 
being ſhewn to the Publick in their: 
moſt Force, have receiv'd the moſt 1 
tis factory Solutions; and new Light! 
been thrown upon the Evidence of P. 
phecy ? ; 

Has not the impious Ridicule w. 
which the might 2 and Wonders © 
corded by the Rvangeliſts, have be 

vilified, drawn forth the moſt invincis 
Demonſtrations, that they were, 
Truth and Reality, Works which no Ms 
could have - == unleſs God had bes 
ith him ? 

Is it not owing to thoſe who bal 
not ſcrupled to aſſert in Effect, Revo 
tion to be needleſs on the Part of M 
from the Suffciency of human Rea 
and impaſſible, on the Part of God, fr 
the Ab/olute Perfection of the 10 
of Nature; that the Expediency 
Neceſſity of a Divine Interpoſition 
aſliſt the Frailties of a fallen deg® 
rate Creature, has been made to ö 
pear with an additional Strength 
Clearneſs? 4 


by 
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And, in every View, has not Viſdom, 
thus rudely inſulted by her Enemies, 
been fully juſtiſtied of her Children ? 

But theſe Controverſies are too im- 
portant and extenſive, to be crowded into 
the narrow Limits, which the Occaſion 
now preſcribes to me. I ſhall not there- 
ſore touch upon them, any further than 
I am led to do ſo, in the Proſecution of 
my Purpoſe, which is, 

To exhibit to your Obſervation ſome 
of the Arts of Controverſy in generad 
upon Religious Subjects; from which, 
the Writings of thoſe, who, without 
any Grounds, appropriate to themſelves 
the ſpecious Appellation of Free-T hink- 
ers, borrow their deluſive Grace and At- 
traction. 

Theſe Arts, if diligently collected 
from the ſhort-lived Tracts of this arch 
Tribe of Authors, and digeſted into a 
regular Syſtem, would form a Kind of 
Anti-Logic, for the Uſe of ſuch choice 
ſelect Spirits, as not being able to ſub- 
mit to the tedious Drudgery of a learned 
Education; and being bred up in an ir- 
reconcileable Averſion to the two Uni- 
verſities, for preſcribing ſo many Ingre- 
dients in the Compoſition of a fine Wri- 


ter, might, by the Peruſal of a ſingle 


Treatiſe, 


(.14 ) 


Treatiſe, be ſoon qualified to unſettle 
any Article of Faith, and expoſe any 
Eftabliſh'd Opinion. | 

Theſe ſubtle Stratagems of the Pen, 
(which, it will be readily allowed, bear 
no Reſemblance to thoſe Pious Frauds, 
which the Gentlemen of this Stamp li- 
berally charge the Prieſthood with prac- 
tiſing in the Service of Religion) may 
be multiplied to an endleſs Variety, as 
Wit engaged in a bad Cauſe, will ever 
be ready to invent new Expedients to 
ſupport it. 

But the moſt remarkable of their Po- 
lemic Arts, which have gain'd a Kind of 
Authority by frequent Ule ; and their 
known Efficacy in leading Captrve the 
ſimple, naturally range themſelves into 
two Claſſes, correſpondent to the vo 
great Deſigns of 

Bringing Diſcredit upon Religion, 

And both Hatred and Contempt upon 
the Clergy. | 

The Finſt of their Arts in Order and 
Dignity (ſuch is their Affectation of Im- 
portance) is, to ſet out with pompous De- 
clarations, that the only Motive, which 
engages them to trouble the World, is, a 
difinterefied Love of Reaſon and Li- 


berty. 
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For this indeed we are to take their 
bare Word given us in the firſt Page of 
their Works; for in the Main Body of 
them, we ſee none of the diſtinguiſhing 
Tokens of that amiable Character, which 
we ſhall always eſteem and revere where- 
eyer we find it. 

Since as Proteſtant Members of a Free 
Church, we maintain, that Reaſon ought 
more eſpecially to be uſed in Religion, 
than upon any other Subject, as Religion 
is of all Subjects the moſt important: 
And we rejoice that we have a Liberty 
ſo to uſe it : For, as it is the Glory of 
our Religion, to enforce the DiQtates of 
Reaſon ; ſo is it the Province of Reaſon, 
to guard the Purity of Religion ; by ta- 
king Care, that the End be preferr'd, 
and the Means not 4ndervalued : That 
ſo Moral Virtues may neither be 
preſs d by Ceremontes, which ſhou'd only 
adorn them; nor /et at Variance with 
the Sacrament, by which they are exa/t- 
ed into Chriſtian Graces. 

In ſhort, 'tis Reaſon only that diſtin- 
guiſhes between Yenerable Myſteries and 
palpable Contradiftions. The Latter 
it certainly knows, and peremptorily 
pronounces to be what they are: The 
Former it approaches with Reyerence, 

and 
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and is no longer Magiſterial in its Deci- 
ſions, when Clouds and Darkneſs inter- 
cept its Views, and cloſe the Proſpect. 
But theſe falſe Friends of Liberty 
and Ręaſo 720 a Part ——— 
kath. HA. „ ume 7. : 
For while in Contradiction to the 
known State and Condition of Man- 
kind ; 
The Sentiments of the wiſeſt Philo- 
ſophers, and the Experience of all Ages 
and Countries ; They wou'd per- 
ſuade us that Reaſon needs not the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of any external Guide or Rule 
in Matters of Religion 
While they wantonly raiſe Fears 
of intended Reſtraints, amidſt the Blef- 
fing of a legal Toleration ; to which 
they themſelves, afford the moſt plauſible 
Objection, by an infamous Proftitution 
Of it 
While they uſe Arguments agamſ 
Eccleſaſtical Eftabliſhments ; which, by 
a Parity of Reaſon, prove as ſtrongly 
{fo far as they prove any Thing) againſt 
Civil Government, 
While they vilify the Deciſions of 
publick Wiſdom; and being vainly fond 
of their own private Whimfies, wou'd 
new- model National Conftitutions with- 
out 


("#7 3 


out caring what the dreadful Experiment 


may produce — 


| While, laftly, to fill up the Meaſure 


of their Iniquity, with Swelling Words, 
they attempt to make Way for untried, 
impracticable Schemes of Religion, ſet- 
ting at nought a Religion, which (to 
mention only ſuch Topicks as they 
themſelves muſt allow the Force of) is 
*confeſſedly founded upon univerſal Be- 
nevolence, adds Weight to all the eter- 


*nal Duties of Morality, is confirm'd by 


the Belief and Practice of ſo many Cen- 
turies, and no leſs deſervedly reverenc'd 
by the People, than inſeparably link'd 
to the Throne of our Princes, which is 
now happily eſtabliſh'd in Proteſtantiſm; — 
They in effect turn Advocates for 
that Church, where Rea/on is ſilenced, 
by the deciſive Voice of Infallibility; 
and Liberty of every kind expires un- 
der the Dread of Arbitrary Power, and 
the Horrors of an unrelenting Inqui- 
ſition. 
For the faithful Emiſſaries of that 
Communion, who wv// compaſs Heaven 
and Earth to make one Proſelyte, never 


r 


ail to puſh on their own Advantages 


*from ſuch Schemes of Conſuſion: To 
promote which, 'tis well known they 
C have 
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and is no longer Magiſterial in its Deci- 
ſions, when Clouds and Darkneſs inter- 
cept its Views, and cloſe the Proſpect. 
But theſe falſe Priends of Liberty 
and Reaſon aQ a Part « 
For while in Contradiction to the 
known State and Condition of Man- 
Kind ; 
The Sentiments of the wiſeſt Philo- 
ſophers, and the Experience of all Ages 
and Countries; — They wou'd per- 
ſuade us that Reaſon needs not the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of any external Guide or Rule 
in Matters of Religion 
While they wantonly raiſe Fears 
of intended Reſtraints, amidſt the Bleſ- 
ſing of a legal Toleration; to which 
they themſelves, afford the moſt plauſible 
Objection, by an infamous Proftitution 
Of it | 
While they uſe Arguments again 
Eccleſaſtical Eftablifhments ; which, by 
a Parity of Reaſon, prove as ftrongly 
{fo far as they prove any Thing) againſt 
Crvil Government, 
While they vilify the Deciſions of 
publick Wiſdom; and being vainly fond 
.of their own private Whimfies, wou'd 
new-model National Conſtitutions with- 
out 
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4 out caring what the dreadful Experiment 
may produce 


While, laftly, to fill up the Meaſure 


, of their Iniquity, with Swel/ing Words, 


they attempt to make Way for untried, 
4 impracticable Schemes of Religion, ſet⸗ 
ting at nought a Religion, Which (to 


4 mention only ſuch Topicks as they 


themſelves muſt allow the Force of) is 
confeſſedly founded upon univerſal Be- 
nevolence, adds Weight to all the eter- 
nal Duties of Morality, is confirm'd by 
the Belief and Practice of ſo many Cen- 
turies, and no leſs de ſervedly reverenc'd 
by the People, than inſeparably link'd 
to the Throne of our Princes, which is 
now happily eſtabliſh'd in Proteſtantiſm — 
They in effect turn Advocates for 
that Church, where Reaſon is ſilenced, 
by the deciſive Voice of Infallibility ; 
and Liberty of every kind expires un- 
der the Dread of Arbitrary Power, and 
the Horrors of an unrelenting Inqui- 
ſition. 

For the faithful Emiſſaries of that 
: Communion, who ww// compaſs Heaven 
and Earth to make one Proſelyte, never 
fail to puſh on their own Advantages 
from ſuch Schemes of Confuſion : To 
promote which, 'tis well known they 
| | C have 
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quences which they diſclaim and abhor. 


| ; 
by others, and perhaps think themſelves ſc 
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have been diſpens d with for perſonating | 
Deiſts and Enthufiaſts, and allowed to 
act in Concert with the bittereſt Revi- 
lers of Popery. And when, under theſe 
Concealments, /ome of them, by carry- 
ing the Principles of the Reformation 
to an Extreme that is indefenſible, have 
unſettled the Minds of Proteſtants; 


others are not wanting to reaſon from 
the Abuſe, and urge them with Conſe- 5 


Hence it is, that we feel and lament © 
the filent Progreſs, which Popery of late 
has made amongſt us: Which has induced 
me to unfold more minutely this falla- 
cious Plea of Reaſon and Liberty, em- 
ploy'd by Some, who wou'd be thought 


to be, in an Intereſt oppoſite to that of 
This handſome Recommendation of p 
themſeFves, which has been mention'd ci 
as the Fundamental Policy of the affect- V 
ed Patrons of Free Thought, receives te 
no ſmall Acceſſion of Strength, from the fe 
engaging Denominations they give o 
their Books. This Plot, tho' of no deep 
Contrivance, produces marvellous Ef- y 

feats, and may be call'd, for Diſtindtiun 

Sake, The Art of Title-paging. 5 
Thus ' 1 


(19) 
| to? Thus the very Being of a Chriſtian 
vi- Society has been artfully ſtruck at, by 
heſe aſſerting the Rights of the Chriſtian 
Church; and a Volley of Sarcaſtical Elo- 
2 quence has been diſcharged at the Inſti- 
tutions and Ordinances of Religion, un- 
der, a Defence of Primitive Chriſtianity. 
The Application of Prophecies to the 
7 Meſlias, has been plauſibly denied, by 
* the Literal Scheme of Prophecy: The 
Reality of our Saviour's Miracles allego- 
* rizzd away, by Diſcourſes upon them, In 
* View of the preſent Controverſy between 
Infidels and Apoſtates And in a late 
> elaborate Performance, an Attempt to 
annihilate Chriſtianity, is carried on in a 
- ſomewhat leſs ſhocking Manner, by ma- 
king it as Old as the Creation. 
- Such a ſoftning Ambiguity has this 
of - peculiar Advantage in it, That it ſuffi- 
ond ciently explains the Meaning of the 


fect- Writer to others; and yet, when he is 
7 too cloſely preſs'd, leaves ſome Room 
He 


for it to be decently exp/ain'd away b 
; to himſelf. TO * 
When the Preliminaries of Contro- 
verſy are thus adjuſted, the next Step 
is, to ſuborn @ Cloud of N. — from 
their oppoſite Party, that nothing may 
has j ſeem to be adyanc'd, which has not been 
x 


C2 held 


[ 


| 
: 
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held by the moſt unexceptionable Friends 
of Religion. 

This tender Point is gain'd, and the 
Stumbling-Block of Novelty kept out 
of Sight, by the Myſtery of Quotation 
The whole Dexterity of which conſiſts, 
in tearing mangled Sentences and Para- 
graphs from their natural Situation, and 
thruſting them into a Context, to which 
they bear no Relation. 

This ſurprizing Operation inſtantly 
transforms Barrow and Tillotſon, Scot 
and Sti1/ing feet, with other celebrated 
Aſſerters of the Chriſtian Faith, into 
down-right Deiſts. In this View, and 
this only, theſe great Men reſemble thoſe 
by whom they are perverted, in contra- 
dicting themſelves, and patronizing ſuch 
Notions, as it was the chief End and 
Pefizn of their Immortal Writings, to 
confate and expoſe. 

For being forc'd into an Enemy's Ter- 
ritory, they ſpeak a violent extorted 
Language; like Captrves in the Hands 


of Pirates, neceſſitated to bear Arms 


agiinit their own Countrymen. 

But the Infamy of impoſing upon un- 
wary Readers, under the Sanction, and 
pretended Authority, of Names deſer- 
vedly admired, redounds to them, who 

thus 


f C28 3 

nds thus corrupt the Principles of the Living, 

Ey injurioufly miſrepreſenting the Sentt- 
the ents of the Dead. 
To this Head of Quotation, may not 
{improperly be refer'd the Art of paying 
2 anvidious Complements ; to the no ſmall 
7 Mortification of the worthy Perſons, who 
happen to be the unfortunate Objects of 
their Panegyrick. By this Piece of po- 
lite Management, Such as have ſignalized 
* themſelves in the true Cauſe of Liberty, 
are repreſented as Friends to Them in 
? Diſguiſe, and diſpos'd, whenever a fit- 
ting Occaſion offers, to run the ſame ex- 
nd travagant Lengths with themſelves. 


oſe By ſuch Preparations the Way is 
ra- © ſmooth'd to pathetick Complaints of the 
ich Corruptions of Religion. And we readi- 


ly join with them in the Complaint, that 
to our Religion ſhon'd wnhapprly occaſion, 

What it /everely condemns. But, while 
er- they ſtick, for the moſt Part, to this 
ed dark Side of the Queſtion, they muſt al- 
low us to look upon them with a jealous 
ms Eye: For as in common Life, we ſel- 

dom eſteem any one cordially affected 
towards his Friend, when he is perpetu- 
ally dwelling upon his Failings and Im- 
2 perteCtions, without taking any Notice 
of his good Qualities : So even with the 
Help 
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Help of Charity, which be/zeveth al} 
Things, and hopeth all Things, we can 


ſcarce think they have, at the Bottom, 
any ſincere Regard at all for Religion, 
when they are always drawing ſuch 
frightful Pictures and Repreſentations 
of it. 
Tantum Relligio potuit ſuadere malorum, 
Is the darling Scrap they delight to play 
with, and never fail to introduce, with 
ſuch an Air of Applauſe and Satisfaction, 
as has in it more of the Triumph of an 
Enemy, than the Concern of a Friend. 
When the Corruptions built upon the 


Abuſe of Religion, have been ſo dex- 


terouſly inflamed, as to inſtill Prejudices 
againſt the ſound Parts of it; their in- 
verted Proceſs of Reaſoning leads them 
to weaken the plain Proofs, which eſta- 
bliſh the Truth of Chriſtianity in gene- 
ral, by a ſtudious Exaggeration of the 
Difficulties, which neceſſarily attend 
ſome Branches of that wonderful Dif- 
penſation of the * Grace of God. 
But, as we ſhou'd juſtly entertain a 
mean Opinion of his intellectual Abili- 
ties, who in treating of any Art or Sci- 
ence, contrary to the Rules of Perſpi- 
cuity and Method, at once, Ledtorem 
raperet in medias Res, and ſhou'd con- 
| found 
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found him by obſcure Notions, paſſing 
al} over the firſt Principles and Axioms, by 
an orderly Application of which, to the 
more ſimple Truths, the more intricate 


my and inyoly'd Propoſitions, might be gra- 
» # a | 

uch dually open'd, and demonſtrated ; So 

ons ve cannot frame a very Advantageous 

Judgment of their Moral Pualifications 

141, who, in order to make the Faith, once 

lay deliver d to the Saints, Evil ſpoken of, 


ſay nothing of thoſe Points, which are 
on ö too clear to be denied by any one, who 
is not w/lingly ignorant of them; and 
cvreſt thoſe Things that are confeſſedly 
* hard to be undes ſtood in Religion, to their 
2? own Deſtruction, and the ſubverting of 
© the Hearers. 
Upon this Account, the Prophetick 
2 Writings, which are often wrapt up in 
ta. Myſteries, have ever afforded a large 
ne. Scope for the perverſe Diſputings of theſe 
the Men of corrupt Minas. 
end And by the ſame cunning Craftineſs 
Miſe whereby they lye in Wait to decerve, the 
7 moſt queſtion'd Paſſages of the ſacred Pen- 
men have been induſtriouſly cull'd out, 70 


OY ' undermine the Divine Authority of the 
ei- | Scriptures: Whereas the full Force of 
pi- | this Concluſion, The Scriptures are of 
2m Divine Authority, ariſes from a united 
on- 1 Con- 
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Conſideration of the whole Series of Scrip- 4 


tural Tais and Doctrines. This Fun- 
dation therefore ſtandeth ſure, and is not 7 


to be ſhaken by the meer Difficulties and 
ſeeming Repugnancies of particular Texts, 
and Expreſſions. Since we may not be 
able to remove the Difficulties, tho' we 
can eaſily account, how particular Texts 
and Expreſſions come to be difficult ; as 
alluding to Cuſtoms, of which no Notice 
has been conveyed down to us, and 
penn'd by Writers, whoſe Idioms of 
Speech, and Modes of Thinking were very 
different from ours. 

This momentous Truth then, being 
deducible from® clearer Premiſſes, is no 
more endanger'd by every ſingle Writer, 
that has Boldneſs enough to revive ſuch 
Objections againſt it, than it depends 
upon the Succeſs or Abilities of any ſin- 
gle Expoſitor, who undertakes to anſwer 
them: Nor ought it greatly to ſurprize 
or alarm us, that they, whoſe Buſineſs it 
is, to darken the Counſel of the Lord, by 
Words without Knowledge, fhou'd be al- 
Ways ſtarting fooliſh and unlearned Dueſ- 
tions, knowing that they do gender 


* 

or, notwithſtanding all his Oppop- 

tion of Science, falſly ſo called, the Mar- 
| ve lou 
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pe lous Light of the Goſpel ſhines with fo 
right a Luſtre, that if it be at all hid, 
/ 1s hid to them that are loſt, whom the 
od of this World bath blinded. There 
re other Inſtances, 2vithout Number, of 
heir Addreſs in diſguiſing their real 
Weakneſs, which being of an inferior 
ote, nor 1o generally adopted into their 
AVritings, I ſhall juſt mention a few of 
the leaſt trifling, by way of Specimen. 
x} Such is their Artiſice of reviving old 
Obje#ions, by beſtowing upon them a 
Few Dreſs, and ſuppreſſing the Anſwers 
py which they have been long ſince re- 
futed.— | 
Such is their Subtlety in guarding 
Ragarnſt the Shame of having urged Fri- 
olous Arguments, by dropping ſhrewd 
Untimations, that they have nuch ſtron- 
ger ones in Reſerve.--- 
Of a-kin to this, is their Dexterzty in 
getting forth the Acuteneſs and Penetra- 
tion of thoſe, who have profeſſedly wwrit- 
ten againſt Chriſtzanity ; eſpecially Cel- 
/s, 1 and Porphyry ; by giving 
the Reader to underſtand, that he can 
frame no Idea of their matchleſs Abili- 
ties, from Fragments pick'd out and pre- 
_ ſerved by their Antagoniſts. Which 
$ Circumſtance, it muſt be confeſs'd, can- 
D not 
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not but raiſe Suſpicion of foul Play in 
Gentlemen, who have been already 
ſhewn to be ſo thoroughly practiced in 
the Controverfal Methods of Quotation. Whi 

Such, in fine, is their maſterly Skill in M 
making very conſiderable Uſes of Books | 1 
which do not appear to have been wwrit- I 
ten at all; by inſinuating that many F**) 
ineſtimable Volumes were purpoſely de- 3 
ſtroy'd by the Chriſtians, to prevent the T 

Diſcoveries which theſe loſt Pieces wou'd 
have made, and the Light they wou'd 
have afforded : The want of which Helps“ 
can now be only ſupply'd, by a happy 
Talent of Conjecture, at what was con- 
tain'd in them. 

Theſe are ſome of their Arts of Controver 

/y, worthy indeed of the Caule for which 
they are employed, and ſuch as the Pa- 
trons of it, have very powerful Reaſons 
for employing : Since if theſe foreign Or 
naments were laid aſide, the Argumenta- 
tive Part wou'd ſhrink into an inconſi- 
derable Compaſs, and moſt of their Pro- 
ductions have little elſe to recommend 
them but their Shortneſs. 

The Attack is carried by an eaſy and na- 
tral Tranſition from Religion to the 
Teachers of it; who, in their Turn, are 
examin'd with Deſpitefulneſs and Tor- 

| ture; 
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/ re; and charg'd not only as being Ene- 


in $4 
ay ies to Reaſon and Liberty; but, as ſuch, 
1 in W/afered to the preſent Government, to 


„. Which, under God, we owe the free 
7] in Kxerciſe and Enjoyment of both. 
nk; The fir, Part of the Charge, when 
it. lis remember'd, what Manner of Men 
Mey are who bring it, reflects an Ho- 
our upon thoſe, who have Merit enough 
o draw the Reproach upon them. 
For it only complements them with 
,1Þcing irreconcileable Enemies to that 
Pride of Underſtanding, which is averſe 
o Inſtruction, and refuſes to be taught 
en by God himſelf. 
It indirectly magnifies them; for be- 
wer. Ig ſtedfaſt Oppoſers of that Licentiouſe 
nich, which wou'd diſſolve the very Prin- 
e Pa-liples, upon which Order and Society 
ubſiſt, and /ef on Fire the Courſe of 
alure. 
Bat for the Sake of thoſe, who may 
therwiſe be deceiv'd by mere Sounds, 
pro- nis diſingenuous Reflection, which is often 
mendlaſt upon the Clergy of our Church, will 
e beſt expoſed by recollecting their 
onduct at ſome trying Period of Time, 
hat we may ſee how they have ſtood up 
or Reaſon and Liberty, when Chains 
Tor- D 2 and 
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and Peters have been ready to be clapt; 


upon both. 


And our Exgliſb Hiſtory does not fur. 9 


niſh us with an Inſtance more to on 
Purpoſe, than the ſhort Reign of thai 


deluded Prince, out of whoſe Hands We ; 
ur fgnal Delpvere | 
King William the Third. , 


were reſcued by our 


Let their Behaviour therefore be 


mark'd at that important Juncture, which | 
threaten'd every Thing valuable to Er 


gliſemen.— 


Let their Mritings be examin'd,whict 3 
by drawing the Abſurdities of Popery il 
the moſt lively Colours, in a great Mex 
{ure inſpired the Nation with an arden 
Deſire of the G/orious Revolution, tha 
alone cou'd raiſe the drooping Head o 
Pote ſtantiſm, confirm the Rights of the 


Subject, and reſtore England to itſelf. 


At this Criſis, did the Terrors of the 


ſecular Arm awe them into Silence? 


Did a mean Attachment to their Pre. 4 
ſerments make them plead the Cauſe o 
Reaſon and Liberty with Coldneſs ang 


indiference ? 


Or rather, did not Many of them (fol | 
J wou'd by no Means be underſtood td 


anſwer for All, it being no leſs weak te 
vindicate 
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pPreſent Government ſtrikes deeper. 
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vindicate, than it is wicked to accuſe 
Z whole Bodies and Profeſſions of Men in #4 
” groſs) write and act with ſuch a Force 
and Freedom, under all the Diſcou- 
ragements and Threats of exaſperat- 
ed Power, as was a convincing Proof 


of their unſhaken Reſolution, to ſhew 
their Faithfulneſs even to the End, 
in Defence of theſe ineſtimable Bleſ- 


And 'tis not doubted, but they will 


always appear with as active a Zeal, 


againſt the Abetters of Libertiuiſin and 
Anarchy, as they then exerted againſt 
Bigottry and Tyranny. Rejecting with 
Diſdain the Liberty promis'd by thoſe 
who are themſelves the Servants of Cor- 


ruption, and ſtanding faſt in the Liberty, 


herewith Chriſt has made us Free. 


This Calumny then deſerves nothing 
but the Contempt of Silence. 

But the Charge of Dijſaſſection to 8 
'Lis 
diveſting us of common Senſe, and com- 
mon Honefty at one Blow: Tis painting 
us out as Monſters, whom no Benefits 
can engage, no Obligations can ſecure, 
and who are falſe even to our moſt evi- 


dent Self-Intercſt. 
We 
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We know for what artful Purpoſes 
this Slander is level'd at us n general, 
and with Concern own, there are not 


wanting ſome Inſtances, which give a 


Sort of Colour to it. 

We can tell them, why they brand us 
with Diſloyalty of Heart: Tis to ren- 
der us ſuſpected to our Gracious Sove- 
raign, that we might, if it were poſſible, 
be robb'd of his Love, and diſarm'd of 
his Protection, who hath moſt affectio- 


nately declared, that the Encouragement 


and Securit =_ the Church o England is, 
and ſhall be, his Fae and always his 
chief ; ij 

And, I hope, thoſe who raſhly take 
upon them, to condemn our Thoughts 
and Intentions, which are vifible to God 


only, will be condemn'd by our Actions, 


which may be known and ſeen of all 
Men. 

And we ſhall he juſtly blamed, as ig- 
norant of the Things that belong to our 
Happineſs, if in this troubled Scene, 
Fealouſies without maliciouſly ſpread, 


and Fears within ridiculouſly cheriſhed, 


do not at laſt inſtruct us, to Hold faſs the 
Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace ; 
and no longer to aſſiſt our Enemies by 

being 
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being divided amongſt ourſelves, by 


* Words of Art, and Terms of Amuſement. 


For a Clergy with one Heart and one 


Mind, directing their Studies and La- 
bours to the Good of their Country, by 
2 pulling off every Mask from the Miſdom 
3 which is not from above, and ſhewing it 


in its natural Deformity, to be Earthly, 


® Senſual, Deviliſ And, at the ſame 
time, no leſs inſtant in Seaſon and out of 
2 Seaſon, inculcating that better Wi/dom 
3 which truly is from above, being fir/t 


pure, then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to 


| be intreated, full of Mercy, and of good 


Fruits: In Spite of the reſtleſs Attempts 
of Libertines, to blacken their Character, 
and obſtruct their Endeavours, will, by 
the Bleſſing of God upon them, turn many 
to Righteouſneſs, promote throughout 


the Nation true Freedom and Tranquil- 
lity; and, if there be any Virtue, any 
* Prazſe, be very highly hee 

For their Work's Sake. 
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med in Love 
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